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Introduction & Method 

� The prevalence of hepatitis C infection among PWID is 
often high. 

� With the development of very effective antivirals, diagnosis 
is increasingly important to reducing hepatitis C morbidity. 

� Factors associated with undiagnosed hepatitis C among 
PWID are examined to identify opportunities for improving 
diagnosis and so treatment access

� Data from the Unlinked-Anonymous Monitoring (UAM) 
Survey of PWID was used. The survey questionnaire was 
revised in 2013 to collect more data on contact with health 
services. 

� Using self-reported diagnoses, those with undiagnosed 
infections were compared to those with diagnosed 
infections.



Extent of undiagnosed infection

� During 2013 there were 934 hepatitis C antibody
positive participants who had injected drugs during the 
preceding year. 

� Overall, 52% (498) of these participants were unaware
that they had been infected with hepatitis C.

� For 22% (111) of these this was because they had never
had a diagnostic test for hepatitis C. 

� Multivariable analysis indicated that those PWID with 
undiagnosed hepatitis C infections were more likely to:-
• be younger, 
• be born in the UK, 
• have not recently injected crack, and
• have not recently shared injecting equipment 



Current & recent service uptake among 
PWID unaware of their hepatitis C status

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

Ever used
NSP

In addiction
treatment^

Seen a
General

Pratitioner*

Attended an
emergency
department*

Attended a
walk-in/minor
injury clinic*

Attended a
genitourinary

medicine
clinic*

P
ro

p
o

rt
io

n
 a

cc
es

si
n

g
 h

ea
lt

h
 s

er
vi

ce
s

Type of health service contact

^ Currently being prescribed a detox or maintenance drug regime   * During the preceding 12 months



Summary & conclusions
� Overall, half (52%) were unaware that they had been 

infected with hepatitis C.

� These findings indicate that younger PWID, those UK 
born, those not injecting crack and those not sharing were 
more likely to have undiagnosed hepatitis C. 

� Those whose infection had not been diagnosed made 
extensive use of a range of specialist services for PWID 
and also of primary care. 

� These findings indicate:-

• those groups of PWID where testing uptake needs to 
be improved most, and

• the settings where the offer and/or the acceptance of 
hepatitis C testing needs to be improved.
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